Sassy

Prout Sirocco

Catamaran

1984
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A fastidiously well maintained Prout Sirocco with recent major refit.
The Sirocco 26 was the product of over 35 years design and development by Prout Catamarans.  She employs all the best construction techniques combined with amazing accommodation making a fantastic robust cruising catamaran.

She has the special Prout 'Minsail' rig, with the mast stepped well aft, which ensures that the centre of effort is kept low, preventing the depression of the leeward bow and giving lift from the large furling genoa. 

Deck areas are uncluttered and expansive with enough space for stowing a dinghy on board.

The low aspect ratio keels and skeg hung rudder give excellent windward performance, beachability, strength and reliability. 

The Prout central nacelle gives great reserves of buoyancy and immense girder-like strength to take the forestay loads also providing additional headroom without extra windage or bridge deck slam.

Her hulls are epoxy coated.

	Sassy

	L.O.A.
	7.99m

25ft 11ins

	L.W.L.
	6.85m

22ft 6ins

	Beam
	3.88m

12ft 9ins


	Draft
	0.71m

2ft 4ins

	Sail area
	31.04m2
334 ft2

	Displacement
	2400kg

5290 lbs


(Please note that the details on this website are believed to be correct but do not form any sort of contract or inventory in the event of the sale of Sassy)

Sailing
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Sassy has the usual Prout 'minsail' rig with mast stepped aft and large roller reefing Genoa designed to prevent the lee bow burying.

She also has a behind mast mainsail reefing system and MaxiRoach mainsail (new in 2012).  Given the small main and easy to reach mast I thought initially that this was rather unnecessary but it makes the rig incredibly simple to use.  All sail can be set or furled literally in seconds.

Fitted to the inner forestay is a small roller reefing staysail.  This is only 33ft2 but helps to windward especially when the genoa is reefed as the large slot between genoa and main is then reduced.  She sails well to windward.

A tri-radial cruising chute with snuffer makes for superb downwind sailing.  With the adjustable tack led to either bow this can be carried from reach to dead run.  A telescopic spinnaker pole is useful to steady either genoa or chute on a run.

She can carry full sail up to about force 6 (but to windward in seas it is more comfortable to reef).

Sassy is very directionally stable and on a close reach will often hold a steady course all by herself allowing me to sit on the foredeck and daydream!

Areas:

Genoa

18.67m2
201ft2


Staysail
3.08m2

33ft2



Main

9.29m2

100ft2


Cruising Chute
41.8m2

450ft2
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The self-draining cockpit is superb and well protected with plenty of space.  Wheel steering (hydraulic) and easy to hand sheets, winches and reefing lines.  

The bulkhead compass is forward of the wheel with log/echosounder, GPS repeater engine panel and switch panel under a perspex cover.

An Autohelm ST300 wheelpilot is great for those light wind motoring days.

The photo shows the new Neptune vane steering (servo-pendulum) in action – it simply transforms single handed sailing!  It works reliably in any conditions from force 6 to windward in heavy seas to force 3 run under cruising chute.  It even works under engine if there is wind.

Simple to connect with control lines led directly to the rudders then back to the windvane position.  A by-pass valve close by (under the white hatch) disengages the hydraulic steering.

(Photo is of leaving Lundy Island heading north)
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The cockpit is well laid out with the two central Lewmar 24 2-speed winches for the genoa and the outer Lewmar 16 23-speed winches for the spinnaker.  I tend to use only the starboard winch for the genoa when single-handed as then all sail handling is done within reach of the wheel.  

The hydraulic steering gives no feel but does mean that the rudders stay where they are put - a great boon for single-handed sailing.

Instrument are directly in front of the wheel and incude a Plastimo Contest bulkhead compass and Nasa Clipper Log/Sounder, GPS repeater, switches and engine controls under a perspex cover. 
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The Yanmar 2GMF (fresh water cooled) engine is in excellent condition and starts reliably the instant the button is pressed (and without any throttle unless it is really cold).

Four new flexible engine mounts.

Injectors serviced.

New 55A alternator, new water pump with speedseal, new belts and all new coolant pipes and fuel pipes.

Also new starter and service batteries and all new wiring.

Parts are readily available.  A good website for these is Ribs Marine with many exploded diagrams for parts selection.

12 gallon stainless tank.

The engine drives a 15x11" prop via the usual Sillette Sonic Mk2 lifting and steerable leg - enables tighter turns.

Anchoring is well catered for with a 10kg Delta stowed in a foredeck locker with 15m of 8mm chain and 90m of 14mm nylon multiplait.  A custom made bow roller extending over the bow (for self-stowage) and Lofrans Royal manual windlass means it is easy to handle.  The anchor rode is marked every 5m with markings shown on inside of hatch.

Stability

Sassy has never yet given me the slightest worry of capsize.  It is obvious when its time to reef but the standard calculation are interesting anyway.

Read the Catamaran Stability article by James Wharram and Hanneke Boon for background information and examples of the formula.

Static stability is the maximum wind speed in steady conditions.

Dynamic stability is the maximum wind speed allowing a safety factor for gusts and waves.








Static Stability = 
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(constant is 6.3 for metric, 14 for imperial units)








Dynamic Stability 
= 0.6 x Static Stability














where 
W = Weight (lightly loaded for worst case)
= 2400kg















CC = Beam between hull centrelines

= 2.76m















SA = Sail Area (main+genoa / main+chute)
= 27.96m2 / 51.09 m2














CE = Height of centre of effort 

= 4.27m / 5m (the 5m is a bit of a guess)








Main + Genoa








Static Stability 
= 33knots  (top of 7)








Dynamic Stability 
= 20knots  (top of 5)









Main + Cruising Chute








Static Stability 
= 23knots  (low 6)








Dynamic Stability 
= 14knots  (4)


This all seems about right.  In flat water with a steady force 6 she will sail well and fast to windward under full sail and feel comfortable.  In gusty conditions or a heavy sea she feels overpressed and it is more comfortable to take in a few rolls of genoa.

Accommodation

Sassy has marvellous accommodation:



1 kingsize double and 3 single berths.



Large separate WC and navigation areas.  



Webasto 2000ST diesel heater.  



Lighting is by LED with some striplights.



12v and 240v sockets.



Stereo radio/CD player.



New curtains throughout (2013)
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The saloon is cosy, light and airy with a folding central table and comfortable seating.  New foam cushions throughout.  Unlike most monohulls vision is excellent to port, starboard and forward.  It is quite possible to keep watch in the warm and dry.  The new Webasto heater with ducts to each hull certainly keeps it warm.  Stowage under starboard and forward seats.  
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The backrest folds down to provide a kingsize double berth - super comfortable!

Bedding and clothes may be conveniently left behind the backrest during the day.
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The WC has standing headroom, a large forward stowage area for sails etc., new Jabsco WC, sink and footpump.  

Each forepeak has a sealed and foam filled 'crash tank' with stowage above and Henderson bilge pump behind.
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The navigation area has standing headroom, large chart table (slides out if needed) and loads of stowage in port and starboard cupboards.

M-Tech MT500 DSC VHF, new Garmin GPSMap 551 (preloaded UK and Ireland charts), weather station, chartlamp, bookshelf and instrument stowage.

Stowage for charts and secure, lockable box beneath. 

Also new Pioneer DEH-1320MP stereo radio/CD player with socket for input from mp3 player.
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The galley again has full standing headroom with Plastimo Atlantic cooker (2 burners, grill and pan clamp).  Sink with footpump and Whale AquaSource inline filter for pleasant tasting water.  The two 20 gallon tanks are in the keels - a great idea since they are watertight in the event of damage.  

Again there is loads of stowage in port and starboard cupboards.  Just forward of the bulkhead is a fold up worksurface, stowage for bottles and glasses and space for the a coolbox to be strapped in (with nearby 12v socket).
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The 2 aft berths and 1 starboard forward berth are comfortably long with side shelving and stowage beneath.

The aft berths each have a Vetus portlight opening on to the cockpit.
Equipment
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Deck

Neptune servo-pendulum vane steering gear (new 2011)

10kg Bruce anchor with 15m of 8mm chain and 90m of 14mm nylon multiplait

Guardian G11 aluminium kedge with 60m of 12mm nylon 3-strand

20W Nasa solar panel and Solsum regulator to storage box on aft deck (new 2013)

Various warps

5 fenders

Boathook

Bucket

Rig

Isomat spars, Tab behind mast reefing, Plastimo genoa reefing and Colnebrook staysail reefing

Winches: 2 Lewmar 24 2-speed, 2 Lewmar 16 2-speed and a small Gibb halyard winch

Arun genoa and staysail (2009)

Maxiroach main (2012)

Crusader cruising chute and snuffer (2011)

Engine etc

Yanmar 2GMF fresh water cooled 15hp diesel flexibly mounted     

3.22:1 reduction gearbox and flexible coupling to Silette Sonic Catamaran Drive (new in 2002) and 15x11" 3 bladed propeller

55amp alternator (new 2011)

Charging through relay to 2 batteries:


PowerCharge Premium Diesel starter (80Ah) and 


Exrider deep-cycle service battery (105Ah) (both new 2011)


50 litre diesel tank

[image: image50.jpg]



Navigation etc

Plastimo bulkhead steering compass

Garmin GPSMap 551 (new 2012)

M-Tech MT500 DSC VHF 

Nasa Clipper Echosounder/Log and GPS repeater (new 2011)

Autohelm ST3000 autopilot

Tri-colour masthead light and all round white

Port/starboard/stern lights

Deck light

Accommodation


Webasto Airtop 2000ST diesel hot air heating
All lamps with LED bulbs (new) plus 3 strip lights

12V and 240v sockets

Shore charger (ProTech 1220i fitted 2013)

Pioneer DEH-1320MP stereo radio/CD player with 2 speakers

Weather station

Jabsco WC (new Nov 2007)

Plastimo 2 burner and grill cooker

Freshwater footpumps in galley and heads, pumping from 2 x 100 litre tanks in keels

Safety

2 1kg dry powder extinguishers

Fire blanket

Automatic fire extinguisher to engine compartment

Henderson Chimp MkII bilge pumps to each hull forward

Webbing jackstays

Horseshoe lifebuoy and light

Boarding ladder (new 2014) - stainless telescopic ladder rigged to slide away under aft deck (can be deployed from the water)
Recent Work (2011/2012/2013)
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Hull
Rudders removed and fittings welded and re-machined to prevent rattle.

Fittings to base of rudders to prevent snagging weed and rope.

Topsides minor gelcoat damage repaired and mechanically polished.

Antifouling stripped back to epoxy (I was told she was epoxied from new but have no documentation).

Underwater protrusions (originally for transducers but never used) ground off and re-faired with epoxy.

Base of keels strengthened with glass mat and faired in with epoxy (I have no particular reason to believe this strengthening was needed but I have a drying mooring and better safe than sorry!)

Blakes bronze WC skin-fittings removed and serviced.  Re-fitted with new bronze bolts.

New skin fitting for new log.

New skin fitting for engine intake.

Decks

Non-slip areas sanded back and repainted (International Interdeck grey).

Minor gelcoat damage repaired and mechanically polished.

All windows removed, mechanically polished and resealed with neoprene gaskets and new bolts - No leaks!

New custom made stainless bow roller fitting extending over bow.

Pulpit removed and re-bedded.

Lofrans windlass removed, stripped down and re-fitted.

Neptune servo-pendulum vane steering gear fitted on custom stainless bracket.

Winches serviced.

New ply/glass/epoxy box made for aft deck storage with 20W solar panel

New telescopic stowaway boarding ladder.

New dodgers.
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Cockpit
New instrument panel and mahogany/perspex cover.

New Navico Clipper log/sounder, GPS repeater and switch panel.

Companionway door stripped to bare wood.  New window and vent and storage box for binoculars, hand-bearing compass and knife.  Revarnished  (Sikkens Novatech).

New open locker to port bulkhead.

Drip tray fitted over companionway to prevent drips.

Vetus portlights rebedded.

Hydraulic steering drained.  Service and new seals to helm pump (by Hypro Marine).  Bypass valve fitted to disable hydraulics for self-steering or emergency tiller.  Steering ram re-fastened to eliminate play.

Rig

Much new running rigging.

New cruising chute and snuffer (Crusader).

New vertically battened roller main (Maxiroach).

Main, genoa and staysail (Arun) were new in 2009.

New wind indicator to masthead.

New cleats for genoa and cruising chute.

New spinnaker sheet blocks and adjustable tack fittings to each bow.

New mainsail sheet traveller car.

Cover fitted to staysail roller reefing to prevent genoa sheet snags.

Genoa reef-line leads fitted to stanchions.

New flag-halyard cleats to stays.
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Engine

Engine removed.

Injectors serviced.

Engine bay cleaned and re-painted.

New filter fitting and fuel pipes.

All 4 engine mounts renewed.

New oil seals to main bearing and gear box.

Electrics

All cables renewed (starting, charging and all service cables).

New X-Split charge splitter.

New starter and service batteries.

New battery switches.

New switch panels.

New GPS.

New Navico sounder/log and GPS repeater.

New Simrad TP10 tillerpilot.

New VHF aerial.
New charger ProTech 1220i.

Interior

All woodwork stripped to bare wood and revarnished.

All new berth cushion foam (original covers are in excelled condition and retained).

New Jabsco WC (2009).

New galley and WC footpumps, faucets and water pipes.

New Whale inline water filter.

New electric lights (LED bulbs).

New gate valves to water tanks in keels.

Other

New 10kg Delta anchor.

New 15m of 8mm chain spliced to 95m of 14mm nylon multiplait.  Marked every 5m with markings painted inside hatch cover.

New custom stainless bow roller extending over bow for self stowage.

Lofrans Royal windlass stripped and serviced.

Gallery

Ashore

[image: image2.jpg]


 [image: image3.jpg]



[image: image4.jpg]



Afloat 
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Deck
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