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The information supplied in this Owner Manual has
been drawn up to help new owners and every
endeavour has been made to ensure that information is
correct, but no responsibility can be accepted for errors
OI OmMISsIons.

CONGRATULATIONS!!

You are now the owner of one of the
finest cruising catamarans in the world with
over 2b years’ of sailing and design experience
behind her.

Your vessel is capable of giving many
years of the best sailing pleasure and we hope
the contents of this handbook will help you in
your endeavours to keep your boat in good
order and enhance your chances of trouble-
free cruising, whether under sail or power.

PROUT

CATAMARANS

PROUT CATAMARANS The Point, Canvey Island,
Essex SS8 7TL Tel: Canvey Island (037 43) 67462
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Prout catamarans can be considered
some of the safest and most seaworthy
catamarans in the world, capable of ocean
cruising in the hands of experienced crews
with great safety and comfort.

However, certain simple precautions will
ensure safer voyaging whether across oceans
or just coastal or estuary cruising.

This book is intended to help you to
understand your boat and help you to achieve
security and pleasure from your Prout
Catamaran.

In strong wind conditions remember
that any sailing boat will perform better if not
over loaded with sail and reducing sail in time
to such an extent that the boat is safe to handle
by any one of the crew will almost certainly
give better sailing results.

In general, although this will depend to
some extent upon the sea condition, the full
main and working genoa can be carried up to
and including Beaufort Force 4 on the wind.

When the wind reaches Force 5 the No. 1
jib and reefed main can be carried.

When the wind reaches Force 6, it will
be necessary to double reef the mainsail and
put on the No. 2 Jib. This should take you into
Force 7.

In gale conditions the boat will handle off

the wind under No.2 jib or staysail alone.*

To windward small jib and double reefed main
give better balance, but note that reasonable
forward speed must be maintained to
minimise leeway.

Strong gales can be weathered hove to,
or under bare poles lying ahull provided there
is sea room. The experienced skipper may
decide different courses of action depending
upon whether the course to steer is hard on the
wind or freer and whether the sea is rough or
only moderate, etc. Always remember the
ultimate safety of the craft and her crew is the
responsibility of her skipper.

The above can only be taken as a general
guide and cannot substitute for knowledge of
good seamanlike practice.

All reference to wind speeds are
apparent wind as read on the ships
anemometer. Sometimes when on the wind 10
knots can be added to the true wind speed so
that a boat close reaching at this speed in a
force 4 wind is experiencing force 6 apparent
winds. When sailing on a broad reach do not
over sheet and stall the sail; remember if you
accelerate with the help of surfing the wind is
drawn ahead and is increased considerably
which will unstall the sail and increase your
sail power and you immediately become over
canvassed.

*Boats with staysail may opt to carry the staysail and correspondingly less headsail in certain conditions.
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When you take delivery at our works
your boat will have been rigged by us and all
gear checked.

The rigging screws should be properly
locked and the tension of the stays just right.
Nevertheless, the new skipper should satisfy
himself before embarking upon a sailing
voyage that all is well with the equipment and
the setting up of the rigging. Remember a
shroud, forestay or backstay coming undone
in a breeze and a bit of sea could cause a
broken mast, so it is worth checking. No self
respecting air pilot would leave the ground
without making specific checks before
takeoff. Let uslist some of the important items
to check before a cruise: -

(a) Check all rigging screws have been
locked properly and that sufficient
threads are inside the body of the fitting.
Never undo bottle screws underway!

(b) Check the tension of all stays. They
should be fairly tight.

(c) Checkallhalyards are correct length and
wire to rope splices and rope splices are
in good order.

(d)

Check the sails are the correct size and
that the foresail leads are correct.

The mainsail is bent on to the boom in
the conventional manner. It may have
plastic slides or be fitted with a bolt
rope. It is important to make sure the
clew of the mainsail is laced around the
boom as well as to the boom end fitting.
This is to ensure that the sail is not pulled
out of the boom groove when the main-
sheet is hauled down hard.

All hanked jibs are hoisted in the conven-
tional manner.
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Terylene sails are supplied with
complete boats and are strong and well made.
However, the following notes will help and
enhance the long, useful life of your sails.

Roller Foresails

The owner should be aware that ultra
violet rays will eventually damage terylene
sails so the owner should make sure that
covers are used when in port for ensuring a
reasonable long life for the sail, or remove the
sail from the roller spar.

Sails should be folded or rolled carefully
after use and dried before storage in a sail bag
if at all possible. They should occasionally be
rinsed in fresh water and allowed to dry and it
1s a good idea to have them valeted at the end
of the season by Jeckells, or an alternative sail
maker.

At all times, prevent chaffe by the use of
protection where the sails rub against rigging.

Mainsail

Terylene is affected by ultra violet rays
from the sun so if sail covers are left off all the
time it will eventually severely weaken the
material and shorten the life of the sails. So
always put your sail cover on after use and
follow care instructions as for foresails.

If you snag or damage any of your sails it
1s advisable to have them repaired as soon as
possible to avoid further damage.
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Your new diesel engine has been
checked here at our works but will need
careful treatment and attention, especially
early in its life. Running in is necessary and
owners should ensure that full throttle is not
used for any length of time until after 30 hours
running at cruising revs. Carry out servicing
as indicated in the YANMAR Manual supplied
with the Boat.

The stainless steel fuel tank is located
under the cockpit grating and is filled via the
screw filler located on top of the tank (Sirocco
at the aft end of the cockpit). Any spillage is
free to drain outside the boat through the
normal cockpit drains. The fuel is passed
through a sedimentor in the engine bay and
through an in-line filter on the engine.

The sedimentor should periodically be drained
to remove any water or sediments collected at
the bottom. There is a screw valve on the base
to facilitate this.

Engine starting and maintenance are
covered in the owners manual supplied with
the engine. You will find this manual on board.

The outdrive leg is also accompanied by
an owners manual and specification and this
should be read carefully and, as with engine
servicing should be carried out at regular
intervals.

To lift the outdrive leg clear of the water
for sailing, a rope and pulley is provided and
this is located in the engine bay under the
hinged cockpit table or locker.

There is also an inspection hatch in the
aft deck to check the oil level on top of the leg.

Refer to the Sonic Handbook for oil level
checks.

Note: Check oil levels regularly and water
cooling.
Keep clear of propeller at all times.
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The battery for engine starting and ships
supply is located in the engine locker at the aft
end of the cockpit and the main isolator switch
is located to one side.

This switch should always be turned off
when leaving the boat for any period of time as
it isolates all electrical systems.

If two batteries are installed, one will
supply the ships equipment and one will
supply the engine.

Always check specific gravity of the
battery cells with a hydrometer and make sure
they are topped up with distilled water and
keep the terminals tight and well smeared
with petroleum jelly (i.e. Vaseline, not grease).

All standard electrical equipment is fed
via the main switch distribution panel down
below and each switch is fused.

Note:
Do not undertake modifications or additions to
the electrical system without expert advice.
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Water tanks are integral within the hull
and are situated in each keel. Baffles are fitted
to prevent water surge and each tank has
inspection hatches.

Water is drained out of the tank at the
forward end and on each tank, a stop cock is
fitted under a hatch in the forward cabin.

On the standard boat, water is drawn
out by footpumps and each tank can be used
separately, as in pressurised system.
However, if hot and cold pressurised water
system is fitted, the water is drawn by
electrical diaphram pump to normal taps.

For the hot water this is passed through
a gas geyser and provided the pilot is lit, will
automatically heat the water as it passes
through the heater. On this particular system a
feeder pipe is fitted between the tanks to
enable water to be drawn from either side
tank. To enable this to be done, the tank not in
use must have the stop cock turned off and the
cock must be turned on between the two
tanks.

If one tank runs dry, the pump will suck
air, therefore, this tank must be switched off
and the other tank switched on.

Periodically, the tanks should be flushed
out and cleaned to prevent any build up of
sludge or foreign materials in the system and
the whole system should be drained down to
prevent frost damage, especially make sure
that the heater, pump and water pipe
across the main bulkhead are drained in the
winter period.

A drain cock is located in the centre of
the nacelle.

Note:

When the boat is new the tanks may taste, so it
Isagood idea to carry a couple of spare 5 gallon
containers of fresh water until the tanks have
lost the tainting. There are available some very
effective tank cleansing agents such as
Chempro Chemicals supply to Aqua Marine*
which can greatly reduce the taste and
sterilize the tanks.

*Tank Kleen
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GAS SYSTEM

All low level skin fittings have gate
valves or seacocks fitted and these should be
turned off when the boat is left for any period of
time.

The toilet has an inlet and an outlet valve
located either forward of the toilet under the
plywood cover or in the unit under the wash
basin, where you will also find the gate valve
for sink waste and the port bilge pump.

The other bilge pump valve is located in
a similar position in the starboard forward
cabin.

The engine seacock is located on the
QUEST and SNOWGOOSE in the starboard aft
cabin and the galley waste outlet valve is
located directly under the sink.

The engine intake for the SIROCCO is
located under the galley unit. (STB).

The gas system is run in soft, annealed
copper and the gas bottle is stored in the
forward locker, which is ventilated and
drained outside the boat.

The gas should always be switched off at
the bottle after use.

It is possible that leaks can develop and
being heavier than air, gas will lay in the boat
and may be inperceptible to the human
senses. Owners may consider fitting a gas
alarm system as a safe guard.
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STEERING SYSTEM

EMERGENCY STEERING

Steering is hydraulic. The ram is located
in the aft beam and can be reached by
removing the GRP moulded hatch in the
centre of the aft beam. The system has a
pressure tank in the engine bay on the QUEST
and SNOWGOOSE (SIROCCO in console) and
this must be checked from time to time to
inspect fluid level and pressure. Again, a
handbook covering the whole system is
supplied with the vessel.

This can be fitted easily on the QUEST
31 and SIROCCO. A tiller can be inserted in
the hole provided in the head of the rudder.

On the SNOWGOOSE, emergency
steering is effected by removing the
inspection cover on the starboard aft deck and
fitting on the emergency tiller on to the
squared rudder shaft, which is revealed by the
removal of the cover.

To operate this successfully, the
pressure release valves must be released on
the steering system reservoir as indicated in
the steering manual.
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EXTERNAL MAINTENANCE

Gelcoat

Although todays gelcoats are tough and
durable and require the minimum of main-
tenance, they still require some attention to
keep them in pristine condition.

A general wash down with detergent at
regular intervals helps to prevent a build up of
grime and staines from the air. Also the hull
should be periodically waxed with a suitable
glassfibre wax. Of course, scratches and
chaffing should be repaired and repolished
when necessary but prevention with good
fenders is the best way of avoiding too much
damage when lying alongside.

Supplied with your vessel is a gelcoat,
repair kit.

Varnished Woodwork

Varnished woodwork needs attention if
it is to remain in sound condition.

We would recommend rubbing down all
the varnish well and coating with two coats of
marine varnish, once during the Spring and
again at the end of Summer.

Any damage sustained during the
season should be touched up as soon
afterwards as possible to avoid discolouration
of the wood.

When laying up in winter, a cockpit
cover will help to protect the varnish work on
the cabin bulkhead and in the cockpit area,
and also helps to protect switches and the
control lever on the console.
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Antifouling

This should be scrubbed off at the end of
the season and checked for any damage, any
loose material must be scraped off.

The bottom should then be rubbed down
and a fresh coat of a similar antifouling
applied.

It is a good idea periodically during the
season to beach the vessel and scrub off to
keep the bottom clean and free from dirt and
weed which affect performance.

Take note of the instructions supplied
with the type of antifouling you are using.

Note:
Most antifoulings contain toxic properties and

especially when working underneath the boat,

breathing masks should be worn when
applying anti-fouling and particularly when
rubbing off old antifouling dry.

Winch and deck fittings

Winches should be stripped down once
or twice during the season and cleaned out to
remove any build-up of salt and the gears
regreased with the manufacturers
recommended lubricant.

Deck fittings only require an occasional
rinse with fresh water.
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a. Under power

With the diesel and outdrive leg you
have excellent manoeuvrability.

The controls for the engine are located
on the side of the console There is a single lever
throttle and gear shift control. This control has
a button in the centre and if this is depressed
and the throttle moved at the same time you
have throttle only. If, however, you move the
control without depressing the button, you
have gear and throttle; neutral position has a
positive detent and can easily be felt.

Ignition and warning lights are
mounted on the panel and the engine
handbook should be read to clarify all their
functions.

The remaining control on the front of the
console (QUEST and SNOWGOOSE) (SIROCCO
— starboard aft bulkhead) steers the outdrive
leg and improves steering control
considerably. If the lever is moved to port, you
have an increased turning ability to port and
likewise if turned to starboard increased
turning ability to starboard is achieved.

Gear shifts should be positive and quick
for the best results.

The SIROCCO has separate manual
reverse lock control on STB side of console.

The outdrive leg automatically locks in
reverse whenreverse gear is selected, (QUEST
& SNOWGOOSE) however, it should be noted
that if the boat has much way on her and you
select reverse, due to the pressure of water on
the leg, it may hold the leg slightly back and
prevent the reverse lock from engaging.

In the event of this happening a forward
throttle movement followed by a quick reverse
change should solve this.

b. Under Sail

All halyards and controls are lead to the
cockpit and this makes the vessel very easy to
handle and all the halyards are easy to
determine but make sure you pull your sails up
tight as your performance will suffer if you have
a saggy forestay or a loose luff on a sail.
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Stowage and
weight distribution

SAFETY EQUIPMENT

Your vessel has considerable stowage
for her size; under bunks, deck lockers,
cabinets below, forward toilet compartments
etc. It is, therefore, necessary to be sensible
about weight distribution as this can affect
handling characteristics and performance if
large weights are placed at the ends they will
have more affect on pitching than if the larger
weights are distributed evenly. So store
equipment thoughtfully and don't carry
equipment you will never use.

Many yachts go to sea without adequate
safety equipment either because the owner is
not aware of what he should have on board or
because he cannot afford the cost.

We regret the latter and hope that the
owner can afford the most important items
before embarking upon a yachting trip.

We should feel we had failed in our duty
to a new owner if we neglected to inform the
ones who do not know the important things, so
they are listed below : -

Ground tackle

(a) Mainanchor, chain and warp is supplied
with the boat. Check that it is actually aboard
and that the rope is attached properly to the
chain and that the rope end is fastened to the
boat!!!

(b) A good small anchor, chain and warp
should be acquired as a kedge. We can supply
this at owners request (see additional
equipment list).

Additional items supplied with the
complete boat are:- 4 fenders, 2 warps, Z
winch handles, 2 bilge pump handles. The
new owner should check that these are on
board.
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We do not supply navigation equipment
with the completed boat because this varies
considerably and the new owner is free to
choose his own, depending on his particular
need and the amount he is willing to spend.

We are able to advise and supply a wide
range of equipment. We recommend as a bare
requirement for safe cruising the following
equipment:-

i) A good compass, carefully sighted
aboard, free from any influence which
make any heading read wrongly. We
recommend a professional compass
adjuster is employed to issue a
correction card.

ii) A good hand-bearing compass.
111)  An echo sounder.

iv)  Good, up to date charts of the areas
where you will sail (preferably
Admiralty).

V) Usual instruments for calculating.
vi)  Distance log or speed and distance log.

vii)  Dividers, Parallel rule, Almanac, Tide
Tables.

viii) Good Radio for regional weather forecasts.

There are many other items of
navigational equipment which we would
recommend, although would not feel essential
initially e.g. radio direction finder, wind speed
and direction, and so on. Deep water cruising
people will require a sextant and all relevant
tables.

Navigation lights are supplied for sailing
in the form of tri-colour mast head and port,
starboard and stern navigation lights. For
proceeding under power at night a steaming
light is essential and deck navigation lights.
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Equipment recommended

The safety of a yacht and her crew is the
inescapable responsibility of her owner or
skipper who should do his best to ensure that
the yacht is sound, thoroughly seaworthy and
manned by an experienced crew who will be
capable of facing bad weather.

The owner should be satisfied as to the
soundness of his boat, spars, rigging, sails and
all gear.

He should ensure that all safety
equipment is on board and properly
maintained and stowed and that the crew
know where everything is kept and how it is to
be used.

Having said that, we wish to
recommend certain safety equipment be
carried aboard and chese are listed below: -

(a) Pulpit, staunchions and lifelines.
(These are supplied with the complete
boat).

(b) Quick release cleats for all sheets.
(These are supplied with the complete
boat).

(c) Fire extinguishers (at least two) fitted in
sensible positions for emergency use.

(d) Bilge pumps, one in each hull.
(Supplied with complete boat).

(e) Correct ground tackle described earlier
under that title.

(f) Two powerful torches.

(g) First Aid Kit and manual.

(h) Fog Horn.

(i) Radar reflector 18" min. diagonal
measurement.

(j) A dinghy suitable for use as a tender or
for laying out a kedge.

(k) Navigation equipment (already
mentioned under that heading).
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(a)

(b)
(c)
(d)

(e)

(f)

Emergency steering. (Provision for being
able to steer directly from the rudder
head or connecting bar.

Radio receiver capable of receiving
weather forecasts.

Drinking water (say two gallons) carried
in a separate container.

Life jackets to BSS 3595 or equivalent.
(One for each member of the crew).
Whistles attached to lifejackets.
Efficient personal safety harness for each
crew member with a line for properly
securing to a strongpoint. The line
should be capable of being detached
from the harness under load.

Liferaft capable of carrying all members
of the crew. This should be carried on
deck in a position where it can be easily
reached, even from a capsized position.
Liferafts should be of an approved type
and contain the following within its
packing valise:-

1 sea anchor or droge,

1 Bellows for maintaining air pressure,

4 No. hand flares,

1 repair Kit,

1 knife,

(h)

1 bailer,

2 No. paddles.

Two lifebuoys, one with self operating

light, whistle and drogue attached.

These should be carried in a guide

release mounting within reach of the

helmsman. (A balasted pole and flag is

recommended).

Distress signals

4 No. red parachute flares,

4 No. red hand flares.

2 No. orange day smoke signals,

8 No. white hand flares (for warning, not
distress).

One heaving line 50 ft. (floating),
readily accessible to the cockpit.

All equipment mentioned should.be

kept in good order and periodically checked for
defects.

Flares will be dated and should be

replaced when out of date.
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TIPS FOR END OF SEASON LAYING UP

This part of the owners manual is
devoted to giving useful hints to keeping the
boat laid up ashore, in a mud berth or afloat.

During the winter months in an English
climate hard frosts, rain and wind can be
expected at some time.

If laid up near the sea, salt air and frost
cause damage to varnish on wood.

The following notes will help the owner
to keep his beat in good condition and
minimise the effort required at the beginning
of the new sailing season.

During the season it is asumed that the
owner has taken care to look after his boat and
keep all gear in good order.

Naturally, it is best to lay up ashore
when the boat will be kept dryer and air can
circulate around the hulls, which will help the
interior to keep dry.

Nevertheless a glass fibre boat can be
either kept afloat or in a mud berth quite
successfully.

Whether ashore, in a mud berth or afloat
the following care should be taken.

It is important, in order to avoid
condensation, that every drop of water is
mopped out from inside the boat, in keels,

under berths, around or near galley and in the
toilet compartment.

Check that drain holes in the lockers are
clean and water is able to drain away.

It goes without saying that if possible on
good days, some weekends it will be possible
and desirable to open up the cabin and
hatches to give the whole boat an airing.

The engine should be winterised as per
the hand book.

The fresh water system should be
drained down including water heaters and
pumps.

Batteries should be disconnected and.
charged up over the winter period. (in a
warm place).

When laying up one should remember
that certain parts of the boat will be subjected
to more deterioration than other parts.

Running rigging should be washed and
wire halyards soaked in boiled linseed o1l and
turps substitute, hung up and allowed to dry.
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PRINCIPLE DIMENSIONS
DISPLACE- MAsT HEIGHT FRom| PORTSMOUTH
LOA |LWL |BEAM DRAFT,  MeNT SAIL AREAS WATERLINE YARDSTICK No.
(m) [(sq. ft.)
8.00m | 6.85m | 3.88m 71cm 1813 kg . 10m
SIROCCO 25'11"|22'6" | 1279" | 2’4" | 40001bs = | Main ol 33t
Genoa 18.67 201
No. 1Jib 11.3 123
No. 2 Jib 62 68 SPINNAKER
Spinnaker | 46.9 510 POLE LENGTH:-
14’
Main 11.7 128
QUEST | 97m |88m | 44m | 8lcm | 3180kg Genoa 289 315 12 105
31'.0" | 28’6 14’3 217 7000 Ibs No. 1 Jib 191 208 38ft
No. 2 Jib 115 125
Staysail 59 64 SPINNAKER
Lazy bones | 552 600 POLE LENGTH:-
Ghoster. 32.4 360 5.1m - 16 6"
Spinnaker 64.8 720
Main 17.4 190
SNOW |116m |1006m| 465m | 85cm | 3955kg | Genoa 63 395 14.3m 98
GOOSE |37 0" |330"| 183" | 2'8" 8900 lbs No. 1 Jib 22 240 46ft
37 No. 2 Jib 12.5 136
Ghoster 49 533 SPINNAKER
Lazy bones 69 750 POLE LENGTH:-
Staysail 92 100 16.6
Spinnaker 101 1100
Main 353 380
QUASAR |15 4m 13 an 6{“ 90(:m 8145kg Genoa 57.5m 620 18.75m z
50 49'6 45 20 3 1800 lbs No. 1 Jib 36.7 399 60ft
No. 2 Jib 11.56 126
Staysail 14.9 163 SPINNAKER
Ghoster 81 885 POLE LENGTH:-
Spinnaker 174 1900 18’ 6"
|
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OWNER'S NAME AND ADDRESS

BOATNAME -.. . . ., BOATNo. _ DATE OF CONSTRUCTION

ENG.SER.No. ____ REGISTRATIONNo. _ _ _ KEYNo.________ PROPSIZE

NOTES





[image: image26.jpg]It should be specifically emphasized that
all boats require both constant inspection of all
components which can wear and deteriorate
and regular servicing and maintenance to
ensure that all systems in the boat are
serviceable and dependable and any lesser
standards of inspection and rnamtenance is
not good seamanship.

In the event of any defects or problems
presenting themselves the owner should in
the first instance contact Prouts for advice and
a proposal as to the remedy and whether the

repair is covered by our Guarantee.





